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Nonprofits Partner in River Rescue

Feline Network has teamed up with CARE4Paws to help the

cats and dogs living with homeless people in the Santa Maria riv-
gEmmmmmn  erbed. This effort is in con-

i junction with the City, Coun-
ty and State cleanup of un-
¢ housed encampments.
CARE4Paws is a spay/neuter
mobile clinic that provides
medical and spay/neuter ser-
vices for the pets of low-
N income, senior, disabled and
€ unhoused members of com-
munities in Santa Barbara
and San Luis Obispo coun-
ties. Unlike Feline Network,

CARE4Paws is not set up to
“It’s hard to say goodbye, but | foster and adopt out animals.
know it’s for the best.” CARE4Paws volunteers

Claire Sheehy and Christine
(Chris) LaBossier, who is also a part-time FN trapper, and FN
volunteer Jennifer Wilson have spent many hours walking along
both sides of the riverbed getting acquainted with the people who
live there and looking for cats and dogs in need of care.
CARE4Paws staff member Julie Crutcher also assists in this ef-
fort. Chris said their first task was to locate and identify animals
needing mobile clinic services such as spaying or neutering, vac-
cinations, assessment, medication and treatment.

Over time, Chris and Jennifer rescued 18 kittens ranging in
age from five weeks old to young adult cats as well as one older
adult cat. “Our team was surprised by the number of kittens suffer-
ing from upper respiratory infections,” Chris said. “It was not easy
for people to surrender their cats and kittens, but most realized

they were not able to care for them and they trusted us to do what
is best for them.”

The 19 kittens and cats first went to FN volunteer Anna
Stewart, an experienced vet tech, for triage and medical care be-
fore being placed in foster homes. “Luckily, I have the availabil-
ity to help,” Anna said. “I have tents set up in my kitchen for the
small kittens and catteries in my back yard for the big ones.” The
five-week-old kittens had diarrhea and needed a proper diet,
treatment for parasites and fleas, and plenty of TLC. Four of the
older kittens had upper respiratory infections, and three had pneu-
monia. When the animals were triaged and stabilized, she then
passed them on for fostering to Annie Dreizler, Jamie Pierce and
Julie Smith, who took the tiny kittens. Most of them have since
been adopted.

The riverbed project is ongoing. There are a couple of sick
young cats that Chris and Jennifer are still trying to rescue. “My
heart goes out to Chris and Jen who go down in the riverbed and
try to help the animals,” said Anna. “It is truly a labor of love that
sends them down there.”

Warm and cozy in
Anna’s home.

“In you go, little ones.”

Season’s Greetings from the Board

We wish you and your families and your beloved pets a very Happy Holiday Season! 2024 has been a very active year for cat rescue!
Our volunteers look forward to a much-needed respite from the intensity of their work during the winter season but, at the same time, they
anticipate that 2025 will be equally demanding. We appreciate and thank our volunteers for their willingness to sacrifice and serve the
needs of our community, and we thank you for your donations! These donations make our work possible, and for that we are grateful.

The Feline Network does not have a shelter or paid staff, and all donations go directly to help the cats.



In Memory of Laguna Lake and
Susan Andreasen

Almost 20 years ago, a nine week old kitten was trapped at Laguna Lake and FN volunteers
tried to tame her up enough to become adoptable, but she was too feral. They named her Laguna Lake.
A woman in Arroyo Grande allowed the kitten to be relocated to her colony. Long story short, Laguna
Lake ultimately moved next door to Susan Andreasen’s house...and never left. Slowly, over time, La-
guna Lake worked her way indoors and became an indoor-only cat. She slept in Susan’s bed and loved
| only Susan. She gave Susan many years of love, comfort, and companionship until she passed away
naturally.

Susan loved cats, horses, and monarch butterflies. She was a voracious learner and took clas-
ses to become a master acorn grower. She also participated in equine therapy. She was actively in-
volved in worthy charitable causes and donated what she could to them. She spent countless hours for
| decades socializing cats and kittens in Annie Dreizler’s cattery.

Sadly, Susan died on June 28, 2024. Before her passing, she bequeathed part of her money to
Feline Network because she saw firsthand all of the hard work and resources it takes to rescue cats, get
them spayed or neutered, socialized and then find them loving homes.

Kuma, the San Francisco Cat

I have been feeding a colony of feral cats for seven years on Fiero Lane in San Luis Obispo. They were adolescent siblings when they were
trapped and fixed, and they were too feral to foster so they were returned to the site. I volunteered to feed them daily.

Most of the cats were very skittish and kept their distance, but slowly, over time, a black kitten (Black Kitty) began to trust me. At first he
would come up and start to eat as I was putting food down. He began to let me pet him and would sometimes even jump on my back when I was
bending over to put food in the bowls. Eventually he became more interested in being petted than eating. I would crouch down and he would
climb into my arms, wrap his paws around my neck and nuzzle his nose into my neck. I often thought
of trying to find Black Kitty a good home, but I was hesitant because he was in a safe environment
with his siblings. That all changed, however, as the area became more developed and his siblings
started disappearing one by one.

One day in August 2023 I brought my cat carrier, picked Black Kitty up and put him inside. Vol-
unteer Christine Collie fostered him, and he adapted easily to her home as if he had never been a feral
cat. He wanted to be petted all the time, purred readily and played with toys. I visited him almost eve-
ry day. I took him for a vet exam, and he received a “clean bill of health.” He didn’t even flinch when
they drew blood and vaccinated him. He just purred the entire time while I petted him.

When I described Black Kitty’s personality to my niece, Madi Kahn, and her partner, Veron-
ica Friend, they knew instantly that they wanted to adopt
him. I knew this would be the perfect home. Early one
September morning, I loaded my car up with scratching

Board of Directors

President: Debra Holt post, litter box, food and toys and drove to his new home
Members of the Board: in San Francisco.
Ira Alpert, Christine Collie, Madi and Veronica named Black Kitty “Kuma,”
Mary Buehnerkemper, which means “Bear” in Japanese. They absolutely adore
Randal Husk, Leslie Jarvick and spoil him. They say he is THE BEST CAT EVER! Veronica and Madi show off their
and Darrell Sisk beloved Kuma.

They send me pictures and updates all the time. He
loves to be petted and sits next to them on the couch. He

Newsletter Editor: Ann Garrett

Co-Editors: Christine Collie, is very playful, is not afraid of people entering their
Debra Holt home and enjoys meeting everyone. I could not have asked for a better home for Kuma. He has
Layout Design: Kathy Schwanitz come a long way, and he deserves his newly found home, living in the lap of luxury.
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We are holding periodic by Jennifer Hilty
Adopt-a-Cats at PetSmart in SLO.
Please visit our website
at www.felinenetwork.org, our Donations may be made through our
Facebook page, Petfinders and website at www.felinenetwork.org and on our Facebook page.
Craiglist for information and to see

our kittens and cats.
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We Couldn’t Do It Without You!

PROVIDERS OF DISCOUNTED SPAY/NEUTER SERVICES
AND/OR MEDICAL CARE FOR OUR FOSTERS AND COM-
MUNITY CATS: Animal Hospital of San Luis Obispo, Atascadero
Pet Center, Cat & Exotic Care of the Central Coast, Coast Veterinary
Clinic, Five Cities Veterinary Hospital, Laguna Veterinary Care, Los
Osos Pet Hospital, VCA South County Veterinary Hospital, Veteri-
nary Ophthalmology Services, Woods Humane Society

FOSTER HOMES

Laurie Aguilar, Carolyn Barkas Gross &
Vic Gross, Cheryl Barton & Vince Petrie,
Ken Bennett, Kim & Gerrit Berg, Sara Bet-
tencourt & Olivia White, Roxanne Bohn,
Heather Burns, Sarah Daks, Stephanie Da-
vis & Warren, Annie Dreizler, Paula Farrar, &
Julie Gall & Manya Choboian, Elaine
Genasci & Dan Andoetoe, Deannie Green-
elsh & Family, Jackie Heimel & Mark Ton-
kin, Tammy & Joe Herz, Britney Hong,
Nicole Johnson & Lilly Ferra, Valarie
Koos, Darcy & Bruce Lazar, Susan Lee,
Caroline Lockhart, Brandy Mathers & Gail
Stanley, Kirsten McCullough, Deborah
Merkley & Eirik Garcia, Ellen Nelson, San- §
dra Olinger, Kristin & Patrick Perl, Jamie
Pierce, Bethany & Dizzi Ponce, Jennifer &
Jeremy Salinas, Lisa Schott & Ron Lever-
ett, Kathy Schwanitz, Benita Smith, Julie
Smith & Family, Anna & Norm Stewart,
Melanie & Jayden Von Burg, Pamela Werth &

Laurie Aguilar & Rachel Maples, taking calls on Feline Network
phone lines

Sonja Bernard, providing home-grown catnip to our foster homes.
Roxanne Bohn, overseeing foster homes and helping with their med-
ical needs

Lori Brief-Chavez, holding pet food drives with Trilogy Pet Club in
Nipomo, collecting food, toys and monetary donations

8 Linda Cohen, collecting and distributing food to

e

L feral cat feeders

."&1'2'

Maxine Colin, foster home support and assis-
tance

Lynette Crane, coordinating rescues, foster
homes and spay/neuter in the South County as
well as taking calls on our phone lines.

Mike Davis, picking up cat food from retail
stores, storing it and distributing it to feral cat
feeders

Sharon Dobson, data entry of intake and adop-
tion information

Annie Dreizler, rescuing, fostering and rehabili-
tating feral cats and picking up donated food and
distributing it to feral cat feeders

Elaine Genasci, managing our Facebook page,
overseeing foster homes and spay/neuter coordi-
nation

Misty Gin of the Pet House in Los Osos, host-
ing a donation barrel and posting our adoptable
kittens

Marie-Christine Husk, picking up and sorting

& Kevin McCracken

FERAL CAT FEEDERS

Mindy & Paul Brooks, Nancy Cardoza,
Donna Cettolin, Tad Cordry, Jan Crowe,

Lynn Reiss & Elizabeth Doukas, who

feed feral cats in the South County,

enjoy camaraderie at our annual FN
volunteer picnic at Bidell Park.

Feline Network mail

Lemos Feed & Pet Supply, providing litter at a
discounted price and hosting our food donation
barrels in their stores

Mike Davis, Liz Doukas, Annie Dreizler,
Raye Fleming, Marilyn Forselles, Jennifer Hilty, Amy Kendrick &
Barbara Pipkin, Alex Kramer, Cherie Kritz, Gerri LaCalle, Keri Lew-
is, Brenda Morris, Beverly Pierson, Beth & John Ralston, Lyn Reiss,
Liz Scruggs, Heather Shireman, Charmaine Taylor, Marcella Toledo,
Jeff & Carol Trueblood, Mikie Vavroch, Jennifer Wilson, Joanne
Young

TRAPPERS

Carol Brookshire, Linda Cohen, Annie Dreizler, Elaine Genasci,
Chris LaBossiere, Caroline Lockhart, Lori Manning, Ellen Nelson,
Sandy Rakestraw, Jill Stavros, Pamela Werth

NEWSLETTER MAILINGS

Iris Alexandra, Vicky & Craig Johnsen, Judy Michener, Buzzy and
April Stokes

PURCHASING & DELIVERING CAT FOOD

Raul Castillo

POSTING OUR CATS/KITTENS FOR ADOPTION

Elaine Genasci, Sid Hawker, Ellen November

OTHERS

Animals in Need Fund & Nipomo Dog and Cat Hospital, collabo-
rating with Feline Network to provide low-cost spays and neuters for
cats and kittens in the South County

John Michener/Mediaspring, hosting website
Ellen Nelson, fostering and finding suitable placement for feral cats
Kristin Perl, recruiting and overseeing foster homes, fundraising,
and screening potential adopters

Pismo Beach Self-Storage, providing a storage unit for our supplies
Karen Richards, registering microchip numbers and helping locate
owners of lost cats

Kathy Schwanitz, ordering supplies, newsletter layout and manag-
ing our website adoption pages.

Shelby and Karl, website editing and design and sponsoring our
database.

Pastor Jason Sisk & United Church of Christ, providing a room
for our board meetings

Laura Sisk, bookkeeping services

Sue Smith, use of her shed for storing our South County supplies
Anna Stewart, fostering at-risk litters of kittens and vaccinating and
overseeing medical needs of foster cats and kittens in the South
County

Pamela Werth, fostering at-risk neonatal kittens and overseeing
foster homes



HEARTFELT THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS

November 2023 thru October 2024

We especially thank our

Very Generous Donors

Betty Jean Dodson Living Trust

Gazin Foundation

Anonymous Through T. Rowe
Price Charitable

T.S. & K.D. Glide Foundation

Judith F Woodbridge Revocable
Trust

Anonymous

Ruth Laitila

Judy Michener

Diamond Paws

Ira Alpert

Jeff Baum

Sue Birchell

Loretta & Paul Bonjour

Josephine Brown

Tom & Laveta Casdorph

Raul Castillo

Linda Clarke

Pamela & Saul David &
Geri Mills

Cathy Dealva

Sharon & John Dobson

Annie Dreizler

Gail Eastburn

Richard Edwards

Candace & Bert Forbes

Kimberly Graham

Lee Hoyrup & Timothy Ohm

Jackie Johnson

Sally & Randy Knight

L.J. Knightstep

Dennis & Claudine Lingo

Phyllis & Jerry Lynch

Nancy Malk

Marina & Randy Matthews

Jodie & Ryan McLean

Susan & David Moore

Barbara Nordin & Ann Travers

Jennifer Randall

Carol & Peter Reese

Claude & Barb Remillard

Linda Rodrigues

Isabel & Larry Smith

Deborah & Scott Smith-Cooke

Bob & Vicky Van Hazelen

Platinum Paws

Abundance Shop

Ann Ambrose

Anonymous Templeton
Benefactor

Leslie Barber

Everett Barnes

Bill & Susan Barone

Patty & John Beckman

Dwynwen Blackstone

Ammala Block

Rick Brown

Mary Buehnerkemper

Ray & Ginger Bunnell

Diann Burchak

Chad Byers

Judith Colglazier

Janice & Bob Contons

Kathleen Cook

Kathy Courtney

Sandy & Terry Deal

Esther Degregori

Viv Dilts

Rose Drago

Keith Dunham

Carol & Dennis Enos

Candyce & Art Espinoza

Richard Ferraro & Paula Lowe

Marleta & Bob Garner

Catherine Gauchat &
Barbara Grant

Lois & Robert Grandstaff

Karen Hall & Pat Conroy

Douglas Hallin

Susan & Roger Henslin

Donna & Larry Herbst

Gail Hermreck

Debra & Roland Hinkle

Ilse Hoppe

Alair & John Hough

Dana & Paul Humphreys

Carolee & Emilee Hunt

Jim Hutcherson

Sandra Jarrosiak

Leslie Jones & John Hofschroer

Pamela Keller

Dennis & Kay Key

Terri Knotts

Sharon & Raimond Kranenburg

Susan & Martin London

Lana Lucas

Lisa & Jim Maino

Mary Martin

William Martin

Mike McCarthy

Sean McCormick

Barbara Melvin

Amy Miller

Kristin Miller

Martha Miller

Doug & Debbie Mitchell

Laurie Moore

John Mottmann

Wendy Nurock

Kathy & Chris Oles

Sheryl Patton

Michael Pearman & Sharon
Thacker

Evelyn & Charles Plemons

Sandy Rakestraw

Cynthia Roden

Gabriella & Ken Schrader

John Seward

David Siebold

Linda Sims

Betty Skatoff & Larry Sferra

Susan Smith & Bart Victor

Marion Soltz & Cara Wimer

Katherine Sorrells

David & Brenda Stafford

Jen Steele

Douglas Tait

Lucy Taylor

Sheree Terra

Robert & Pamela Thompson
Marion Toabe

Linda Todd

Teri Tosdale

Sherry Trade

Jeff & Carol Trueblood
Ryan Voigt

Patricia Wagner

Nancy & Don Walter
Wynette Weller

Gillian Wilson & Stuart Miller
Catherine Wittrock

Victoria Wood

Emily Worrell

Candiss Youngblood

Laura Zohns

Cara & Charles Zwarg

Golden Paws

Suellen Aalto

Karen Adler

Deniese Alejandro

Paul Allen

Allison Alltucker

Whitney & Ray Almaguer

Janet Amanzio

Mark & Helen Anderson

Judith Ashby-Adams

Julie Austin

Eldra & Donald Avery

Stacy Axan

Kathleen Bagnard

Karen Bainter

Jane Baker & Daniel Jimenez

Shelle Ball

Darlene Bates

Edward Battle

Gail Bello

Ken Bennett

Sonja Bernard

Jennifer Best

Helen Biery

Angie Blackburn

Eleanor Blackstock

Jane & Joe Blanco

Carole & Jeffrey Bloom

Beatriz Boothe

Bret Bowers

Jean Boyd

Diane & Terry Boyer

Elaine & Vincent Bozanich

Joanne Bradley

Neffertti Bradley

Jane Brechler

Lori Brief-Chavez &
Vince Chavez

Cheri Briskey

Carol Brookshire

Bruce Brown

Judy & Keith Brummel

Linda & Gene Burris

Hal & Pat Buscher

Carroll & Harry Busselen

Karen & Jonathan Carlisle

Joni Carnevale

Jeri Carroll

Nancy Chilton

Celeste Chittenden & Michael
Brannagan

Lisa Coffman

Shelley & Herbert Cole

Claudia Coleman

Christine Collie

Margo Cools

Kathleen Copeland

Patty Cowan

Lynette Crane

Paula & Jerry Crawford

Karen Cresswell

Nancy Cullen

Robin & Bill Culver

Johathan Daks

Gaylen Davidson &
Peter Podgorny

Helen Davie

Nancy & Doug Davis

Ellen Dayton

Candace Demack

Scott Demayo

Carol Denneen

Sarah & Josh Diggs

Jane Donaldson

Corinne Drew

Lynn & Lee Dudacek

Doug & Cindi Dunham

Kitty & Branden Edwards

Kate Empey

Lannie Erickson

Debbie Esselstrom

Suzan Estrada

Syrie Etter

Sue & Mike Fahs

Deborah Fialkowski

John Fleming

Chris Foglietta

Paul Follett

Jean & Arlind Fontes

Lorraine & Steven Forbes

Franny & Derek Fox

Robert Franzen

Kendra French

Barbara Fullerton

Cindy & Jeff Gater

Lois George

Susan Girard

Carol & Saul Goldberg

Cheryl Gradoville

Michael Grahek & Bonnie
Thompson

Sam & Leah Greeley

Gail Gresham

Patricia Guidetti

Kathleen Haine

Ardy Haines

Johanna Hammons

Dan Hathaway

Melissa & Lee Heller

Kathy & Alan Henderson

(Continued on page 5)




HEARTFELT THANKS Stacy Maric Murphy

Golden Paws
(Continued from page 4)

Diane & Clark Hendrickson

Karen Hiatt

Barbara Hillier

Patricia Hocking-Walker

Erin Holmes

Bob & Sue Hubbell

Natalie Irish

Luanne & James Johnson

Marcia & Dale Johnson

Rita Johnson

Mike Johnson & Joanne
Tarkington

Gail Jones

Corrina Jones & Jon Iverson

John & Diane Kalstrom

Sharon Kamm

Todd & Jeanne Katz

Helen & David Kennamer

Judie & Ron Kewish

Blaire Kilbey

Peter Kinkade

Lynette Kirkpatrick

Betsy Kiser

Erin Koalska

Nancy Kolliner

Peggy Koteen

Debbie Kraft

Rudy Kraft

Elaine Ladewig

Seona & Jeff Lampman

Terri Lawson

Susan Lee

Jim Lee

Mary Jane Leimer

Joe & Judy Leonard

Valerie Levulett

Nora Lewis

Karen & Rick Lewis

Sandra Lindsay

Kathy & Ken Lockwood

Mike Mac

Gayle & Warren MacGregor

Rosemary & John Mackeen

Linda Maher

Evelyn Major

John & Jennifer Manke

Lori Manning

Robin & Matt Masia

Caroline Maupin

Caroline Maxwell-Lewis

Debbie May

John & Jennifer McConaghy

Marion McCoubrey

June Mclvor

Patricia McNamara

Donna McNamara

Charlotte Meade

Sandra Mertz

John & Carolyn Messer

Linda Meyers

Heidi & Brandon Mikel

Denise Milardo

Rose & Kenn Miller

Jon & Karen Moerman

Phyllis Molnar

Pam Montgomery

Colleen Murphy

Angelo Murphy-Grant
The Natalo-Gill Family
Scott & Sandra Naumann
Donna Nelson

Mike & Michele Neuhauser
Sharon Neville

Lori Newell

Michole Nicholson

Patte Nolen

Mary O'Brien

Gene & Susan Offermann
Shannon Orton

Pearl Pelatt

Pepperbrook Farms
Micaela Pepple

Gail Perez

Aglaja & David Peter
Elana Peters

Dana Peterson

Elizabetta Peterson

Lance & Tina Peterson
Lois & Wayne Peterson
Linda Preston

Sue Procter & Allen Sieckman
Kelly Quiros

Beth & John Ralston
Rosa & Ken Rebhan
Sharon Reese

Wendy Richardson

Carla Ritenour

Juliane Roberts

Gail Roberts

Sarah Robinson

Anita Rouse

Elizabeth Salas

Judy Saltzman-Saveker
Gary & Darlene Sawyer
Lisa Schott & Ron Leverett
Marilynn Scoggins
Leanne Seret

Christine Shea

Angela Simmons

Steve Sinton

Alexa Slem

Michael & Leslie Smalley
Paula Smith

John & Barbara Smith
Dena Smith, M.D.

Ashley Smothers

Pat Snodgrass

Andrea Steftke

Kathleen & Charles Stokes
Jeri Sturges

Joanna & Garland Sumrall
Barbara & Ron Sutton
Daphne & Paul Swedberg
Dulcie Taylor

Patrick Thompson

Alyce Thorp & Bob Mayberry
Julie Vermaas

Sharon Weeks

Alice Welchert

Suzanne & Gary Wells
Diane White

Robert Whitmore

Mary Whitson

Liz Wineman

Karen Wise

Marti Withrow
Liz Woods
Judy Wooten
Frank Yostill

Silver Paws

Sally & Jack Adam

Joyce Adams

Barbara Admans

Martha Aivaz

Myra & Martin Akel

Keri Akers

Cathy Allee & Todd Deprez

Sandy Amborn

Elizabeth Avila & Bryan Mealy

Teresa & William Bard

Lawrence Bardach

Janice & Tim Barigian

Margareta Barkinge

Carolyn & Richard Barrow

David Bartholomew & Eli
Barbour

Gail & Carl Becker

Adele & Danny Beher

Kristin Bell

Leslie Bennett

Nancy Bernard

Stacy Bialac

Lynn & Robert Bishop

Whitney Blake

Roxanne Bohn

Geri Bolivar

Barbara Bolton

Jesse Bramsen

Karen & Gary Brown

Tamara & Keith Brown

Mollie & Clint Bryson

Julie Bull

Johanna & James Bushman

Maria Bustillo

Karen Cabreana

Suzette & Dick Caddy

Cinda Caine

Diana Capurro

Bonnie Cardillo

Precilla Carminati

Ryan & Marayah Carson

Jennifer Cashier

Scott Chapman

Patricia Cherlin-Namm

Stephanie Chirica

Barbara Clark

Judy Conn

Barbara & Jose Cosio

Ronnie Cota

Phil Craig

Jamie & Brandon Creath

Jessica Cresci

Rindy Cummings

Beth Currier

Robynne Davidson

Anne Denman

Chris & David Dexter

Diana Dofflemyer

Mary Donnelly & Duane Wall

Dianne Dotson

Patricia Dougall

Aubree Duke

Sheila Eckert

Frances Edwards

Mary & Philip Emrich
Toni Erpenbach

Mindy Eskelsen

Bruce & Patti Everett
Judy Ezell

Nancy Foley

Barbara Frickelton

Kate Froman

Nicole Fulton

Erika Fultz

Linda Galanos

Diana Galloway

Ann Gamble

Ryan Garcia

Elaine Giannini

Karen Gibson

Jane Goodwin

Carol Gravelle

Lauren Greenlee & Family
Vera & Richard Hagler
Rosie Hanna

Cindy & George Hansen
Diana Harris

Judith Hasting

Frank & Dixie Heinsohn
Joyce & Stu Helmintoller
Deborah Hewitt

Richard Hirschbek
Lynn & David Hixson
Toni Hock

Lisa & Peter Irwin
Kathy Ivie

Vivian Jensen

Marianne & Dan Johnson
Tom Jolly

Donna Jones

Louise Justice

Nancy Keith Kelly
Libby Kerr

Joan Kobara

Michele Kostrenich
Josephine Laing & Frank Zika
Janeese Landwehr

Troy & Heather Leage
Marjorie Lee

Kathie Lenski

Bruce & Sandra Macaulay
Terri & Charles Main
Collette Marie

Pat Markcity

Stephane Marlow
Marian Martinho
Daniela Massey

Nancy & John May
Kevin McHugh

Dee McKean

Nicole McLeod

Ann McNeil

Deborah McNiel
Julieanne McSherry-Medcalf
Regina Meshenberg
Vita & Michael Miller
Mark & Carol Miller
Tom & Nancy Monroe
John & Carrie Moog
Cinda & Bob Mott
Anna Muldoon-Kalinic
Jeff Nadel

(Continued on page 7)




TO HONOR AND REMEMBER

In Loving Memory of

Carol Ann (Soule) Aguirre, “my oldest first cousin,” by Annie
Dreizler. “She was a true animal lover and was comforted
greatly by her cats until her last breath. She will be deeply
missed.”

Willo Cashier, “who dearly loved her kitties, ” by Kristin Bell,
Jennifer Cashier & Jean R. Fontes

Dale Ekdahl, “who liked orange cats,” by Elana Peters

Don Hartley, by Debbie Kraft

Kyle, youth pastor in our church, and our friend, David, by Diane
& Clark Hendrickson

Ace, “the Maharry family’s beloved 19 year-old kitty,” by Elaine
Giannini, their Aunt Dede

Bubba, Picaboo & Spanky, “my amazing, rescued cats,” by
Michele Arete Kostrenich. “I miss them so much!”
Kitty ‘Chirpey,” by Johanna Manak-Bushman, “Roxanne Povio
& James Grunke’s cat who lived to be 22 years of age.”
“Our sweet, sassy Clementine” by Carolee & Emilee Hunt of The
Cat’s Nest, “and to Kathy & Alan Henderson, who shared
her with us.”

Lola, “a feisty little dog with pointy cat ears,” by Alice Welchert

“Our Sweet Noxi,” by June Mclvor

Pearl, “Tom & Connie Komin’s beloved kitty,” by Nancy H. Malk

Sammy, “our son and his wife’s 13-year-old kitty put to rest,” by
Diane & Clark Hendrickson

Trece & Sasha, “departed but not forgotten, both full of love &
personality” by Jane Brechler. “Thanks for all you do to
protect & nurture our feline friends.”

In Honor of

“All our loving families at the Cat’s Nest,” by Emilee & Carolee
Hunt

Sara Bettencourt & Olivia White, by Jane Baker & Daniel
Jimenez

Sarah Daks, “for her foster work for Feline Network,”
by Jonathan Daks

Blair Kilby, by Cynthia Roden

Coco, Jan & Eli Zinner’s dog, by Thomas
& Laveta Casdorph & Maria Bustillo.
“Jan & Eli hosted a 15" birthday party
(Quinceanera) for Coco and asked their
guests to bring donations for Animals In
Need Fund (AINF) and FN.”

Lola, by Suzan Estrada

In Appreciation of

Roxanne Bohn, by Ruth Laitila

Christine Collie, by Sharon Kamm. “Thank
you again for all of your kind assis-
tance. All kitties are well. ‘Dearest’
has turned out to be quite feral & only
comes in the kitty door to eat at night, or

Coco. “At 15 1 feel as
good as I look.”

when she decides she wants some love!! and a comfy snooze
on her favorite chair!! Blessings to your crew!”

Lynette Crane, by Evelyn Major. “Thank you for being such a
help for this latest feral! You have a special place in my
heart.”

Lynette Crane & Debra Holt, by Susan Henslin. “Thanks for
your care and concern when Fluffy needed it most. Keep up
the good work.”

Teresa Garcia, by Kathy Schwanitz. “Thank you for going above
and beyond when you are pet sitting by taking care of the
fosters too!”

Kristin Perl, by Ardith Haines. “Thank you so much for your
part in my opportunity to adopt Mia.”

Pamela Werth, by Stacy Bialac. “We love Simon Sons. He is a
cowboy kitty, rides all the rockers.”

Feline Network & Laurie Aguilar, by Dena Smith, M.D. Thank
you for your kindness. Fortunately did not need the trapper
this time. Laurie was so considerate & helpful. Very grateful
for your care & support.”

Feline Network & Elaine Genasci, by Denise Milardo. “Thank
you for all the valuable work you do in our community. With-
out your volunteers and TNR program, our cat overpopula-
tion problem would be 10-fold greater. I also want to thank
Elaine for helping me get a feral kitten spayed before she had
a litter of her own.”

The Feline Network

by Patti & Bruce Everett. “Thank you for rescuing ‘Milo’ seven
years ago. He has become a very fine cat and a cherished
companion.”

by Barbara Frickelton. “My husband and I are owned by two
female cats. We really appreciate receiving the FN newslet-
ter.”

by Marleta & Bob Garner. “Thank you for your compassionate &
selfless dedication to improve the lives of our four-footed
friends. You are superstars.”

by Diana J. Harris. “Keep up the good work.”

by Jackie Johnson. I lost two wonderful orange tabby friends to
rampaging dogs. Such sadness. But also good things when [
was allowed to touch one cat for the first time after three
years of feeding , and then this month when another one de-
cided to spend an entire night inside the house! This summer
a classic tabby appeared, my first time seeing one. So hand-
some! Thank you, all of you, for your love and kindness over
the years to felines.”

by Nora Lewis. “I am happy to share a portion of my IRA chari-
table deduction for this year. Keep up the good work.”

by Robin Masia. “Thank you for saving my feral cats! Your staff
made a huge difference.”

Jodie & Ryan McLean, "With much love and thanks, always in the
memory of Maximus and Monroe, and from the new kitten
love of Baji Bleu & Bodhi Bean."

Osha’s Fantastic New Life

We wrote about Tippy (Osha) in our last newsletter. She was a “walking skele-
ton” when we rescued her. She was horribly matted with foxtails and had a very bad
upper respiratory infection. Her right eye was undeveloped and embedded in the eye
socket, which necessitated removal of the eye.

Fast forward to the present, and Tippy (renamed Osha, meaning “warrier” in
Japanese) is living a fantastic life on the Arroyo Grande Mesa with her new mom
Wendy Hashimoto and her new sister Riley, a miniature Queensland heeler that Wen-
dy adopted last August from a rescue in Fresno. Riley is missing her left eye and is
blind in the right. Wendy said she has had a rough life but that she is extremely affec-
tionate, nonetheless.
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HEARTFELT THANKS
Silver Paws
(Continued from page 5)

Lauren Nagle

Chelsea Neal

Genette Newgass
Janice O'Brien

Beth O'Donnell
Patricia O'Lear

Betsy & Justin Olenik
Mary Orcutt

Maria Rubio O'Reilly
Nate Page

Betty Patti

Chris & Theresa Payne
Mardell & Bob Perez
Jarrod Plevel

Jennifer Press

Shirley Pruett

Kathy Redmond

Diane Reinert & Mark Dragna

Facebook Donations

Lynn Reiss

Colleen Reynolds

Mary Ellen Rico

Ray Ried

Bill & Kathy Riedemann
Sarah Ritter

Karen Roberts, MD
Lindsey Robles

Alice & Donald Rogers
Samerjai Roth

Sarah Salame

Kay Sanders

Marilyn & Gary Sarina & Family
Amy Schwartz

Dan Sedley

Daniel Seiver

Alice Sennett

Geraldine & Greg Serbe
Arlene & Larry Shinderman
Nicole Smith

Mehdi Soleimankhani
Terry & Sue Solomon

Roberta Soules
Ann Spencer
Devan Spiegel
Marilee Statom
Elizabeth Stein
Karna & James Stitt
Lynnette Storrs
Kate Stulberg
Lucinda Swendson
Jilda Tate

Sheila Taylor
Gloria Telecky
Toby & Jessica Thompson
Michelle Todd
Catherine Ulrich
Jill Vance

Gail Vaughan
Mikie & Dirk Vavroch
Xavier Villa

Mary Walker

Lori Wertz

Angie Whitaker

Robin & Richard White
Rayleen Wight

James & Sandra Wolfe
Diane Zidenberg-Opalewski

In-Kind Donors of food
and

items for our foster
homes

Kathy Allee & Todd Deprez

Danielle Benzon

Reggie & David Grothe

Melissa & Lee Heller

Rachel Maples

Jodie & Ryan McLean

Heidi Metz

John Railsback

Gail Roberts

Jolene Silva

Paula Smith

Blaine Trueblood

We are very grateful to those of you who have donated via our Facebook page. Donations made on Facebook are processed by a third-party
non-profit organization, and the funds are transferred to us periodically. We’re not provided with the names of individual donors and you
receive tax receipts directly from the third-party processor. To our many supporters who so kindly donated to us on Facebook this past
year, please accept our sincerest thanks for your generosity.

Osha

(Continued from page 6)

When Osha isn’t relaxing in the sun on her window bed, she might be seen playing on large condos or with toys in “her” room, loung-
ing on a sofa in the living room, exploring the outdoors on a halter and leash, snuggling with Riley, sitting on Wendy’s lap, or cuddling up in bed
to sleep with Wendy and Riley. “My furniture is their furniture,” said Wendy. “What’s mine is theirs and what’s theirs is theirs, lol!”

“As a pet sitter, I didn’t hesitate when I saw Osha was up for adoption. I knew she was the one. She absolutely loves people, other dogs, my
lap and anywhere close by me.”

Sistine’s Perfect Smartie

Once upon a time, there was a bright and imaginative little girl named Sistine, who had a dream of finding her perfect kitten. For as long as
she could remember, she had envisioned a kitten she called “Smartie,” a black kitten who was not only playful and kind but also as clever as he
was magical—a friend to all. Sistine knew Smartie was out there somewhere, waiting to be found, so she set offona 2 SN
year-long journey with her parents by her side. ;

They visited shelters, rescues, and adoption events, meeting many adorable black kittens along the way. Each
kitten was sweet in its own way, but none of them matched the picture Sistine had in her heart. “He’ll be the one
who feels like home,” she would tell her parents. “He’ll be smart, kind and loving, just like I’ve dreamed Smartie is
and will be.”

After nearly a year of searching, Sistine’s mom, Jillian Seaton, came across Feline Network in SLO, a rescue
group with many kittens needing homes. There was one special kitten named Willie, and everything about him
sounded just right—he was brave, playful and kind to both people and other animals, and he had a little magic spar-
kle about him. Jillian showed Sistine Willie’s picture, and her eyes widened. “That’s him,” she whispered. “That’s
my Smartie.”

Jillian and Sistine drove from their home in Solvang to SLO, excited and hopeful that this journey would bring
Sistine and Smartie together at last. When they arrived, they were greeted by Julie Gall and Manya Choboian,
Willie’s foster moms. As soon as Willie was placed into Sistine’s arms, something magical happened. Willie
looked up at her with bright eyes, then gently kissed her on the chin and softly on the nose. Sistine giggled, feeling
a warmth in her heart that she had not felt before. Jillian, watching closely, smiled. “Sistine, is this your Smartie?”
Sistine beamed, her heart overflowing with joy. “Yes,” she said with a confident and radiant smile. “This is Smartie.”

And from that moment on, Sistine and Willie—her Smartie—were inseparable. He was everything she had dreamed of: smart, kind, play-
ful, and loving, with a little bit of magic in his purrs. Together, they filled their home with laughter, love, and the kind of friendship that only
happens when a girl and her kitten find each other.

Sistine’s dream
come true.

by Julie Gall
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Trapper Goes the Extra Mile to Help Cats

The number of cats Elaine Genasci has trapped and had spayed or neutered (TNR’d) this year is nothing short of remarkable.
As of November 1, she trapped 365 cats at 48 different trapping sites! Trapping cats involves pre-arranging vet appointments, set-
ting traps, checking the traps, taking the trapped cats to vet offices for spay/neuter, picking them up, recovering them in a warm
place, and returning them to the original site. Some cats are fortunate as they are tame enough to be placed in foster care. You can
imagine how much dedication, perseverance, hard work and sacrifice it takes to make all this happen. Elaine averages 1400 miles
per year traveling to and from trapping sites and vet offices. We at FN laud Elaine for her outstanding service to the community.

The difference spay/neuter makes in the lives of cats cannot be overstated. It prevents future litters from being born only to
live difficult, sometimes tortuous lives. They are subjected to extremes of weather, often hungry and covered in fleas, and fre-

quently suffer from diseases or painful injuries.
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These kittens were taken into foster care from a trapping situation in Atas-
:‘ N cadero. Elaine was first contacted to trap feral cats at a home in June, where she
g TNR’d a cat family of five. This turned out to be only the tip of the iceberg. Ap-

73N ' proximately every month thereafter for the next five months she received infor-
mation that there were more feral cats at different homes in the same block, all with-
in approximately1/2 square mile. “In fact, when I stand in the backyard of one of
k5 ; the houses, I can see all these properties,” said Elaine. She received a call from an-

= other homeowner recently about more cats that need to be trapped. So far, 98 cats

have been TNR’d and 15 kittens rescued from this single neighborhood.




